Western Elementary School

7959 State Route 124

Latham, Ohio 45646

(740) 493 – 2881

Beth Alexander, Principal
August 24, 2011
Dear Parent/Guardian,

School Improvement Year 4 is a designation assigned by the Ohio Department of Education when a school does not meet Ohio’s goals in reading, mathematics, attendance, participation, or graduation for two years in a row or more. Western Elementary did not meet the State Standard for Adequate Yearly Progress on Ohio’s Achievement Tests in 2011.  Western Elementary did not meet Adequate Yearly Progress in 2010 therefore we are now in school improvement year 4 corrective action. The district report card shows how your child’s school compares to other schools in our district and state. 

Western Elementary has been identified as needing improvement because of the scores in Reading and Mathematics made by various subgroups within the school, including students identified with a disability. Western Elementary is committed to taking Corrective Action to improve our student’s academic achievement in Reading and Math.  As a first step in Corrective Action, the Western Local School District has restructured the internal structure of the elementary school by implementing a Data Manager to monitor academic progress, a Linkage Coordinator to address the non-academic barriers to learning, a Special Education Data Manager to maintain specific monitoring of the academic progress of students with disabilities, and a Professional Development Coordinator to implement a researched-based, professional development program to address our academic deficiencies. We will continue to address these areas through intervention programs, high quality professional development, and instructional reforms.  Community members are invited to join us by serving as representatives on our Continuous Improvement Planning Team.   
Because of No Child Left Behind and the need for improvement in Reading and Math, your child can receive extra tutoring in these subjects. 
If you wish to take advantage of this opportunity for your child to receive extra tutoring, Western Elementary will provide assistance in selecting an approved provider.  A list of approved tutoring programs that offer tutoring services for your child is enclosed, and can also be viewed at:  http://webapp1.ode.state.oh.us/provider_proposal/lookup/ . These programs have been approved by the Ohio Department of Education and will provide your child with tutoring that is coordinated with what is being taught at Western Elementary.  The availability of free tutoring may be limited.

Please call 740-493-3113 if you have any questions about these services or your eligibility. If you would like to select a tutor now, you can fill out the enclosed provider selection form and mail it back to Peter Dunn, Special Programs Coordinator, 7959 State Route 124, Latham, Ohio, 45646. Applications are due by September 1, 2011. You will receive a letter from Western Local District by September 15, 2011, telling you when the tutoring will start. 

Finally, if you do not wish to sign up for these services, you may also choose to transfer your child to another school NOT in School Improvement. If you wish to exercise your right to use the Public School Choice option, please click on the following link to learn about community schools that are available for your consideration:  http://ilrc.ode.state.oh.us/Schools/Comm_School_list.asp  

 Please contact the Special Programs Coordinator for questions regarding eligibility and school options.
