August 8, 2011
Dear Parent/Guardian,

A school is identified as being in School Improvement if it fails to meet federal AYP goals for two consecutive years in reading, mathematics, attendance, participation, or graduation rate. Western High School also did not meet Adequate Yearly Progress in 2009 or 2010 in reading.  However, we did meet AYP in 2011 and we are now designated as being in School Improvement Year 1 Delay.  Western High School will still be considered in School Improvement until we meet the federal requirements for two consecutive years.
Although Western High School didn’t meet state and national expectations in all academic areas, there were several areas in which our students excelled.  Although Western High School did not meet AYP, we did score well and make progress in multiple areas.  Western High School earned 12 of the possible 17 indicators on the Local Report Card compiled by the Ohio Department of Education.  The 12 indicators is the highest number that we’ve earned since the inception of the LRC and is also the highest percentage of indicators met on the LRC.  Our 10th graders earned all of the possible points on the OGT for the second consecutive year and we received 4 of the 5 possible 11th grade points.  We also earned the graduation point on the LRC for the first time since the 2003-2004 school year.  Our Performance Index score was 93.5 and we meet the Value-Added expectations of the Ohio Department of Education.  Performance Index, along with Value Added, is the number that reflects overall school effectiveness because it just doesn’t consider the percentage of students passing the tests.  PI takes into account the number of students scoring in each category.  Basically, Performance Index gives you some credit for students being close to passing and less credit for kids who aren’t close at all while giving you extra credit for having students who do above what is expected by the state.   Additionally, Western High School was rated an EFFECTIVE building for the 4th consecutive year.  Western High School was above the STATE AVERAGE in 13 of the 16 academic areas in grades 7-12.  
In response to the guidelines and mandates of No Child Left Behind and the need for improvement in Reading and Math, your child may be eligible to receive extra tutoring in these subjects.  Supplemental Education Services are available based on federal income guidelines.  If you wish to take advantage of this opportunity for your child to receive extra tutoring, Western High School will provide assistance in selecting an approved provider.  A list of approved tutoring programs that offer tutoring services for your child is enclosed, and can also be viewed at:  http://webapp1.ode.state.oh.us/provider_proposal/lookup/ . These programs have been approved by the Ohio Department of Education and will provide your child with tutoring that is coordinated with what is being taught at Western High School.  The availability of free tutoring may be limited.
Please call 740-493-3113 if you have any questions about these services. If you would like to select a tutor now, you can fill out the enclosed provider selection form and mail it back to Mr. Pete Dunn, Special Programs Coordinator, 7959 State Route 124, Latham, Ohio, 45646. Applications are due by September 1, 2011. You will receive a letter from Western Local District by September 15, 2011, indicating when the tutoring will begin.
Finally, if you do not wish to sign up for these services, you may also choose to transfer your child to another school NOT in School Improvement.  This option provides parents with Public School Choice.  Please contact the Special Programs Coordinator for questions regarding eligibility and public school choice options.  If you wish to exercise this option, Paint Valley Local Schools and Eastern Local Schools are both eligible to accept students from Western High School if all requirement are met.  Also, the Ohio Department of Education has information on Public School Choice on their website (www.ode.state.oh.us).  If you wish to exercise your right to use the Public School Choice option, please click on the following link to learn about community schools that are available for your consideration:  http://ilrc.ode.state.oh.us/Schools/Comm_School_list.asp  If you have any questions regarding specific academic information related to Western High School or have any other concerns, please feel free to call Western High School at (740) 493-2514.











Sincerely











Brock D. Brewster











Principal, Western High
